[Microsurgical approach and graft anastomosis to the trunk of the facial nerve in the Wistar rat].
An experimental model was developed for the purpose of investigating neural regeneration of the facial nerve in Wistar rats. The anatomic references used to locate the facial nerve at its exit from the skull base are described. A detailed description of the microsurgical anastomosis of cryopreserved nerve allografts is given. The major advantages and disadvantages of rat models compared with other animal models for experimental studies of the facial nerve are discussed.